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"The survivors (of a nuclear war) would envy the dead." 
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The following is a Multi-Text Unit that is for a fifth grade unit 

using Countdown by Deborah Wiles and Delivering Justice: 
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Multi-Text Unit Overview 
  

The following is an overview of the activities that are included in our multi-text 

unit.   
 
Section One (p. 1 to 60): 

 

 Word Wizard -Olivia 

 Making choices – Olivia  

 Synonyms and antonyms - Olivia 

 Author’s Craft Letter - Kendel 

 Reader’s Response - Dee 

 Reciprocal Teaching - Lauren 

 Character Sketcher for Franny - Nicolette 

 Internet Workshop - Kelsey 

 

Section Two (p. 61 to 112): 

 

 Word Wizard - Lauren 

 Applause, applause - Lauren 

 Word association - Lauren 

 Characterization Trading cards - Kendel 

 Reader’s Response - Kelsey 

 Discussion Director - Nicolette 

 Author’s Craft Acrostic Poem - Dee  

 Internet Workshop - Lacy 

 

Section Three (p. 113 to 165): 

 

 Word Wizard - Nicolette 

 Forms of a word - Nicolette 

 Examples and non-examples - Nicolette 

 Characterization Interview - Dee 

 Reader’s Response - Lacy 

 Reciprocal Teaching - Kendel 

 Author’s Craft  Simile and Artistic Representation - Kelsey 

 Internet Workshop - Olivia 

 

Section Four (p. 166 to 216): 

 

 Word Wizard - Kendel 

 Have you ever - Kendel 

 Making choices - Kendel 

 Discussion Director - Dee 

 Author’s Craft  Story Quilt - Lacy  

 Reader’s Response - Olivia 
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 Characterization Missing Poster on Glog - Kelsey 

 Internet Workshop - Lauren 

 

Section Five (p. 217 to 269): 

 

 Word Wizard – Dee  

 Word Networks – Dee  

 Examples and non-examples - Dee 

 Reader’s Response - Lauren  

 Characterization Letter - Lacy 

 Reciprocal Teaching - Kelsey 

 Author’s Craft  So Much Depends Upon Poem on Freedom - Olivia 

 Internet Workshop - Nicolette 

 

 

Section Six (p. 270 to 324): 

 

 Word Wizard - Kelsey 

 Synonyms and antonyms - Kelsey 

 Applause, applause - Kelsey 

 Discussion Director – Lacy  

 Author’s Craft Story Quilt  - Lauren 

 Characterization Found Poem - Olivia 

 Reader’s Response - Nicolette 

 Internet Workshop - Kendel 

 

Section Seven (p. 325 to 379): 

 

 Word Wizard - Lacy 

 Forms of a word - Lacy 

 Making choices - Lacy 

 Reader’s Response - Kendel 

 Characterization Letter  -Lauren  

 Reciprocal Teaching - Olivia 

 Author’s Craft  Free Verse - Nicolette 

 Internet Workshop – Dee 

 

Compiling the MT – Dee 

NCSCOS Standards Chart – Kelsey 

Rubric – Lauren and Kendel 

Overview – Olivia, Dee, and Kelsey 

One-Page Paper – Lacy 

Culminating Activity – Nicolette 

Pre-Activity – Olivia and Dee 

Additional Books – Dee, Olivia, Nicolette, and Kendel 

 
 



5 
 

Pre-Activity for Countdown 
 

 
Before reading Countdown by Deborah Wiles, complete the following activity. 

 

Create a KWL chart in your writer’s notebook on the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Write down all 

the information you already know, using the 5 W’s.  Then make sure you include what you 

WANT to learn about the Cuban Missile Crisis.   

 

Now, follow this link and complete all the questions in your writer’s notebook.  Browse 

through the additional links located on the left side of this website’s main page.   

http://library.thinkquest.org/11046/days/index.html  

 

-Who were the two main countries involved in the Cuban Missile Crisis?  Where were these 

two countries locating their nuclear weapons? 

-How many days did the Cuban Missile Crisis last? 

-Write a brief explanation of what caused the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

-What happened nine months after the crisis was over? 

 

After researching, finish your KWL chart on the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 

Enjoy reading Countdown!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://library.thinkquest.org/11046/days/index.html
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WORD WIZARD 

Section 1 (p. 1 to 60) 

 

In every section of your reading, you will be learning and using many new 

words. Your job is to become a WORD WIZARD and to create an entry in your 

Word Wizard Notebook for each new word. 

 

Each entry will include the following: 

a. the word and the page and paragraph where it is located 

b. a child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context 

clues) 

c. synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and 

the THESAURUS)  

d. any associations/connections you may have with that word 

e. an illustration or sketch of the word  

 

After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using 4 or 

more of the following: who, what, where, when, why or how. 

 

Section 1 words from Countdown: 

annihilation                                        p. 25 par. 1 

roughhousing                                    p. 29 par. 2 

stymie                                                 p. 32 par. 6 

accosted                                              p. 42 par. 1  

diverted                                              p. 42 par. 6 

grotesque                                             p. 43 par. 5 

blathering                                            p. 48 par. 7 
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Vocabulary Activities Section 1 Countdown 

Making Choices (p. 1 to 60) 

Directions: Tell whether each item or scenario is a description of the vocabulary word 

given.  If so, say the word.  If not, don’t say anything. 

 

1) If any of the following objects seem grotesque, say “That is grotesque.” If not, do 

not say anything. 

 A zebra with purple spots or stripes. 

 A round ball. 

 A dog with five legs. 

 A giraffe with a short neck. 

2) If any of the situations described would cause you to divert your attention, say “My 

attention would be diverted.” If not, do not say anything. 

 There was a wreck in the middle of the road. 

 Someone was shooting a watermelon through a basketball goal. 

 A student was walking home from school. 

 A frog jumped on your head. 

3) If any of the situations describe someone blathering, say “Blather.” If not, do not 

say anything. 

 Your dad goes on and on about doing chores, feeding the dog, then tells you 

to relax before you finish. 

 Your mom tells you to do your homework. 

 Your friend begins talking about all their problems in the world. 

 The speaker spoke for five hours on the same topic. 

4) If any of the situations portray annihilation, say “Annihilation.” If not, do not say 

anything. 

 The wire caused a spark of fire. 

 The house burned down due to a fire. 

 The twin towers collapsed because planes flew into them. 

 A car got destroyed in a wreck. 

5) If any of the situations exhibit roughhousing behavior, say “That is 

roughhousing.” If not, do not say anything. 

 You are wrestling across the yard with your friend. 

 Your friends are splashing and fighting in the pool. 

 One boy gets pushed to the ground by another boy. 

 Two kids are swinging side by side on the playground.  
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Synonyms and Antonyms: Section 1 (p. 1 to 60) 
 

Directions: Look at the vocabulary word under the “word” column.  Recall its definition 

(look back at your definition if needed).  Think of other words associated with the 

vocabulary word and write them under the “synonym” column.  Think of other words not 

associated with, or the opposite of, the vocabulary word and write them under the 

“antonym” column. 

 

Synonym Word Antonym 

demolish; destroy; ruin; 

obliterate 

annihilation build; construct; raise; erect; 

salvage 

 stymie   

 roughhousing   

 blathering   

 accosted  
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Authors Craft: Section (p. 1 to 60) 

 

 
 

 

Deborah Wiles mentions Drew’s admiration for John Glenn throughout the entire plot 

of Countdown. In section one Drew declares that he wants to be an astronaut like John 

Glenn for Halloween.  In the lines below write a letter to John Glenn from Drew 

explaining why you chose to be John for Halloween.  

 

Dear_______________________,  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Sincerely,______________________ 
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Section 1 (p. 1 to 60) of Countdown 

  

In the space given write a response to the following 
question from Section 1 of Countdown.  Franny begins the 
book by explaining that she is invisible. Have you ever felt 
invisible? Tell of a time where you have and what you did 
to fix the situation. 
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Reciprocal Teaching: Section 1  
(pg. 1-60) 

 

 

 
As you engage in reciprocal teaching, each group member will complete a job: summarizer, 
questioner, clarifier, and predictor.  While you read, you will have sticky notes to mark 
places that you would like to use for discussion.  Below is a description of each job as well 
as a handout that will help you with questions about your job. 
 
 

Description of Jobs 
 

1) Summarizer- Highlight the key ideas up to this point in the reading.  

 

2) Questioner- Pose questions about the selection:  

1. Unclear parts 

2. Puzzling information 

3. Connections to other concepts already learned 

3) Clarifier- Address confusing parts and attempt to answer the questions that were just 

posed.  

 

4) Predictor- Offer predictions about what the author will tell the group next or, if it's a 

literary selection, the predictor might suggest what the next events in the story will be. 

 
 

See the next page for an example of Reciprocal Teaching. 
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Ex. Countdown pp. 1-60 
 

 
Prediction: After reading this chapter, make a prediction about what the next 
event (s) might be in the story. 
 

 
My Prediction: I think that something tragic is about to happen to the country.  
 

 
Support: The chapter ends with an earsplitting shriek noise outside. It is a siren 
and the students have been prepared for these atomic bomb sirens.  
  

 
Question 1: What did we learn about Franny’s character from this chapter? 
 
Question 2: What does Franny mean when she forgets her book at recess and 
thinks “it looks bad and people think there’s something wrong with you.” What 
does this say about how she feels about her peers at school?  
 
Question 3: Make a prediction about what happened when the sirens went off at 
the end of the chapter.  
 

 
Summarize: (Write a brief summary of what you read) 
 
At the beginning of the chapter, Franny is sitting in class. Her teacher, Mrs. 
Rodriguez is ignoring her once again. Franny is becoming frustrated with this. The 
students then go out for recess. When Franny goes outside, she forgets her Nancy 
Drew book that she is reading. She quickly worries about what she is going to do 
during recess and is not too interested in the activities the other students are 
doing. Franny then begins talking to several girls about Halloween costumes. All of 
a sudden, a loud siren is heard. Franny’s immediate thought is that she is going to 
die.   
 

 
Clarify: Copy down words, phrases, or sentences in the passage that are unclear. 
Then explain how you clarified your understanding. 
 

Words or Phrases: subtle; Balboa  
 
Subtle means sly or mysterious. Franny is very subtle during class because she 
does not want the other students to notice her. Balboa was a Spanish explorer. He 
became the first European explorer to lead an expedition to have seen or reached 
the Pacific in the New World. This is what Franny is reading in class during Mrs. 
Rodriguez’s class.  
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Character Sketcher- Franny 
Section 1(1 to 60) 

 

 

 
jayneferst.blogspot.com 

 

Your job as Character Sketcher is to identify a character’s actions (traits) and 

explain or prove these traits, identify the character’s goal (which is what the 

character wants to do or accomplish), identify the problem and solution in the 

reading, and complete an artistic impression of the character. You need to be 

aware that the character traits you will choose will be implied character traits. 

In other words, they are not directly stated in the passage. The traits are listed 

below. 

 

Sometimes the solution to the problem will not be in the section of the book 

that you are reading. In this case, you will need to come up with a possible 

solution for your character’s problem.  

 

When you begin artistically representing your character, try to use any 

physical descriptions from the text to help you. Your “artistic impression” of 

the character will probably be on a separate piece of paper. The next page 

gives you an example of how your paper may look with the character’s 

information. 

 
Your job as Character Sketcher is to think carefully about Franny as you read. As you are reading, 

think about the way she interacts with other characters and how her character is important to the 

story.  Think about the following traits as you read Chapters 1-5. 
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LOCATE 3 PASSAGES THAT REVEAL 3 OF THESE TRAITS IN 

FRANNY. Complete the Character Sketcher. 

 
Intelligent Complex Frustrated  Imaginative 

Passive Reflective Quiet Anything else? 

 

1. (Trait) ________________ p.______ par.________ 
(Explanation or proof of trait) 

        

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. (Trait) _________________ p.______ par.________ 

(Explanation or proof of trait) 

        

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. (Trait) _________________ p.______ par.________ 

(Explanation or proof of trait) 

        

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Character’s Goal: _______________’s goal is to  

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________. 

 

Problem: _______________’s problem is  

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________. 

 

 

Solution or Possible Solution:  

 

__________________________________________________________. 
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Word Wizard 

Section 2 (p. 61 to 112) 
 

In every section of our reading, you will be learning and using many new words. Your 

job is to become a WORD WIZARD and to create an entry in your Word Wizard 

Notebook for each new word.  

 

Each entry will include the following: 

 

• the word and the page and paragraph where it is located 

• a child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context clues) 

• synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and the 

THESAURUS)  

• any associations/connections you may have with that word 

• an illustration or sketch of the word  

 

 After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using 4 or more 

of the following: who, what, where, when, why or how. 

 

 

 

Section 2 words from Countdown 

 

expedient                    p. 61 par. 6 

nonchalantly                p. 63, par. 1 

sashays                       p. 77 par. 4 

winsome                      p. 81 par. 3 

jocular                        p. 90 par. 6  

insubordinate              p. 92 par. 2 

morose                        p. 109 par.3  
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Vocabulary Activities Section 2(p. 61 to 112) 

Countdown 
Word Associations 

 
Directions: Consider each of the words listed below. Underneath each word write any words that 

you believe are connected or “associated” with the given word. Explain your choices. I have 

provided you with an example below. 

 

Example: 
 
Expedient:  

 

Advisable, desirable, profitable, suitable for bring about a desired result under the circumstances 

 

Expedient describes something that is appropriate and convenient, even if it isn’t the best option. 

An example of an expedient solution to forgetting your homework is to copy someone else’s 

work.  

 

 

• What words might go with nonchalantly? Why? 

 

 

 

 

• What words might go with sashays? Why? 

 

 

 

 

• What words might go with winsome? Why? 

 

 

 

 

• What words might go with jocular? Why? 

 

 

• What words might go with insubordinate? Why? 

 

 

• What words might go with morose? Why?  
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Vocabulary Activities Section 2(p. 61 to 112): 

Countdown 
Applause, Applause 

 

Directions: Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you agree with 

each of the statements below. 

Ex.  Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to 

experience jocular.(I would not clap, because I do not feel jocular.) 

 
•       Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to feel expedient. 

• Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to be around someone who 

is nonchalant. 

•       Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to be in a winsome 

situation 

• Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to feel insubordinate. 

•     Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to be in a morose  

situation. 
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Character Trading Cards: Section 2(p. 61 to 112) Characterization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: Choose ANY character you have learned about while reading Countdown and 

complete the planning sheet below on your chosen character. You will use this information on 

the following page to make your trading card.   

HINT: Look at pages 61-112 for more specific information!  

 

CHARACTER TRADING CARD PLANNING SHEET 

Directions: Use this planning sheet to prepare for the online Character Trading Cards activity by 

filling in information for each side of the trading card. Since space on the card is limited you 

may want to summarize your information. After you finish the trading card please cut it out and 

bring to class.  

Character’s Name: 

1. Description of Character: 

 

Setting:_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Apperence:____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Personality:___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Actions:______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Interactions:___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Likes:________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dislikes:______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: Fill in the information below. Draw a picture of your character in the box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  

Character Description: 

_______________________________ 

Setting:________________________________________

____ 

Appearance:____________________________________

____ 

 

Personality:____________________________________

____ 

Actions:_______________________________________

____ 

 

Interactions:____________________________________

___ 

Likes: 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Dislikes:_______________________________________

_____ 
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Reader’s Response: Section 2 

(p.61-112) 

 
Use pages 61-112 in Countdown and your own past experiences to answer the 
following question. Why is Franny so flustered that Chris Cavas has moved 
back into town and is in her class? Can you think of a time that you were 
flustered when something unexpected happened? 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Discussion Director Section 2 (pp. 61-112) 

 

 
examiner.com 

Directions:   

 Your job is to involve the students in your group by 

thinking and talking about the section of Countdown you have 

just read.  You are going to ask questions that really help the 

students in your group think about the reading. Your questions 

should require students to discuss their interpretations of the 

text and connect background experience and knowledge with the 

text. You want all students involved in the discussion and 

talking about issues that come up during the reading. 

Your job as the Discussion Director is to come up with five 

(5) thinking questions.  You really want to make your group 

THINK about the reading.  You are trying to make sure everyone 

in your group understands or comprehends the reading.  It is 

very important that you ask your group critical thinking 

questions and NOT easy, right- there, in-the-book questions.  

You want the members of you group to stop, think, look back at 

the text, and synthesize and interpret what they have read.  

Remember you may wish to begin your questions with the following 

words/phrases:  

        Who?, What?, Where?, When?, Why?, How?,  

If_______ then________? 

You need to write down the following: 

1. the questions 
2. your answers to your questions 
3. the page numbers where the students can reference the text 

to justify their responses to your questions 
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You may want to think about the following characters, places, and 

ideas when developing your questions: 

 Uncle Otts –the bomb shelter/ he seems to still be living in his 
past as a soldier 

 Franny 

 “Ebenezer” 

 Jo Ellen’s secret 

 Drew 

 Communism 

 Franny’s letters to Chairman Khrushchev  

 The fear of the atomic bomb 

 Chris Cavas! 

 

Examples of a few good thinking questions from Section 2: 

 

1. What is Jo Ellen’s secret? Where does she go with Lannie? Who is 
Ebenezer, is it even a person, or something else? 

2. Why does Uncle Otts seem to be living in his past as a soldier? 
Why was he so obsessed with digging the hole for the bomb 

shelter? 

 

Your Turn! This is what your paper should look like: 

 

Question:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

__________________ 

 

Answer:____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

_________________ 

 

Page and Par. #:_________________________________ 
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 Author’s craft: Acrostic Poetry 
Section 2 (p. 61 to 112): Countdown 

 
 

     For this section of Countdown you be creating an acrostic poem about 

where Franny’s dad works.  He works at Andrew’s Air Force Base, and you 

will be responsible for creating an acrostic poem for Air Force Base.  When 

creating your acrostic poem you will need to add details from the story to 

help you create the poem.  Think about people, places, and things that were 

mentioned about the Air Force Base.   

 

A 

I 

R 

F 

O 

R 

C 

E 

B 

A 

S 

E 
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Word Wizard 
Section 3 (113 to 165) 

 
flatbadger.blogspot.com 

 

In every section of our reading, you will be learning and using many new words. Your job is to 

become a WORD WIZARD and to create an entry in your Word Wizard Notebook for each new 

word.  

 

Each entry will include the following: 

 

f. the word and the page and paragraph where it is located 

g. a child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context clues) 

h. synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and the THESAURUS)  

i. any associations/connections you may have with that word 

j. an illustration or sketch of the word  

 

 After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using 4 or more of the 

following: who, what, where, when, why or how. 
 

Section 3 words from Countdown 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

debonair                          pg. 114, par. 3 

cavernous                        pg. 114, par. 5 

shrewish                          pg. 114, par. 8 

confabulator                    pg. 122, par.2 

vengeance                        pg. 150, par. 4 

acrid                                 pg. 150, par. 4 

pizzazz                             pg. 161, par. 
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Forms of a Word (p. 113 to 165) 
Directions: Look at the vocabulary in bold print.  Recall its definition (look back at your 

notebook if needed).  Think of the different forms of the word and write each in the appropriate 

column.  Not all forms of the word will be completed each time like the first example. 

 

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 
confabulator 

 

confabulate 

 

confabulatory  

 

      

 
shrewish  

  acrid      

  

 
debonair    

 

KEY 

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 
confabulator 

 

confabulate 

 

confabulatory  

 

shrewishness 

     

 

 
shrewish shrewishly 

acridness  acrid     acridly 

debonairness   

 

 

 
debonair   debonairly 
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Vocabulary Activities Section 3 (p.113 to 165) 

Countdown 
 

Examples and Non-Examples 

Directions: Tell whether each item or scenario is a description of the vocabulary word given.  

If so, say the word.  If not, don’t say anything. 

 

 

 

1)  If any of the people I describe might be debonair, say “debonair.”  If not, don’t say 

anything. 

 A man bringing a bouquet of roses home to his wife. 

 A man yelling at a grocery clerk because she accidentally spilled his milk.  

 A young man holding the door for a lady. 

 A man on the bus tripping someone as they walk down the aisle. 

 

2)  If any of the places I say could be cavernous, say “cavernous.”  If not, don’t say anything. 

 A mouse hole  

 A bat cave 

 A underground gem mine 

 A coat closet 

 

3)  If any of the people I describe sound shrewish, say “shrewish.”  If not, don’t say anything. 

 A grandmother chatting with her grandchildren. 

 A teacher helping her class to the school bus. 

 A manager yelling at an employee for spilling water on the floor. 

 Your sibling yelling at you for something you did not do. 

 

4)  If any of the things I say cause you to be a confabulator, say “confabulator.”  If not, don’t 

say anything. 

 A friend asks you about your favorite pastime. 

 Your teacher calls on you to share your discussion with your neighbor with 

the entire class. 

 You’ve had a bad day at school and your parents ask how your day went when 

you sit down for dinner. 

 You are going to your friend’s house after school and have really exciting 

news to tell them. 

 

 

 

5)  If the actions of the people that I describe represent vengeance, say “vengeance.” If not, 

don’t say anything. 

 You accidentally broke your sister’s clay sculpture. The next day, you find 

that she has snapped your favorite CD in half. 
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 You see an elderly man struggling with his groceries and offer to help him get 

them into his car. 

 Your friend beats you in a race at the park because he tripped you on the way 

down the hill. During the race the next week you hide behind a tree and push a 

log in front of him to slow him down so you can win. 

 Annie loses a jump rope contest because her competitor accidentally kicked 

her foot and caused her to stumble. When the contest is over, Annie 

congratulates her competitor and gives her a high five, and her competitor 

apologizes for making her stumble. 

 

6) If the things that I describe could be acrid, say “acrid.” If not, don’t say anything. 

 A bouquet of flowers that has been sitting on a table for two weeks. 

 Apple pie baking in the oven. 

 A kitchen on Thanksgiving day. 

 A garbage bag that has been in a kitchen for several days. 

 

7) If the things that I describe could have pizzazz, say “pizzazz.” If not, don’t say anything. 

 A show on Broadway in New Your City. 

 An assembly at school that addresses dress code. 

 A circus performance with lions, tigers, bears, tight ropes, trapezes, and wild 

horses. 

 A video about end of year testing in school. 
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Interview a Character: Section 3 (p.113 to 165) 

 
 
Directions: For this activity, you will be working in pairs. One person in the pair will play 
the part of the book character; the other person will play the part of the interviewer.  
Working together, come up with 5 interview questions to ask your character. Next, 
each of you will write down your answers to the questions; refer to the book, Internet 
sources, Word Wizard words, and think about the character traits of your chosen 
character. You should interview Franny, concentrating on how she feels about the 
return of Chris Cavas.  
 
During our class discussion, each pair will be presenting their character interview to 
their assigned group.  Be sure to practice! The character being interviewed can use 
their written notes to help them answer the questions during the interview.  
 
Example: If I were writing an interview for Franny (using the first and second sections of 

the book as a guide), it might look like this: 
 
1. Q: Franny, why are you feeling so invisible? 

Answer: “Well it’s all because Mrs. Rodriguez!  She skips over me to read 
aloud in class all the time.  I don’t really understand why though, because I 
am great reading things aloud.  Mrs. Rodriguez just ignores me like a lot of 
my peers and my mom does too.” 

 
2. Q: Why do you feel that your mom ignores you? 

Answer: “My mom has other things on here mind.  Like my Uncle Otts.  
My mom worries about what is going to come out of his mouth next.  She 
gets really upset with him all the time.  He was banned from the dinner 
table!  Also I am invisible compared to my little brother, Drew.  He’s a saint 
so really there is no way NOT to feel invisible.” 

javascript:edit(71271)
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3. Q: You just said that Drew is a saint.  What makes you say that? 

 
Answer: “Well it is obvious!  He never gets skipped over in class and he 
has NEVER told a lie! Can you believe that!  I don’t like to lie, but 
sometimes white lies are okay to tell.  Drew also gets a lot of attention 
from my dad.  He is the only son so my dad and Drew get to play baseball 
outside together all the time.” 

 
4. Q: Franny, do you have any other siblings? 

 
Answer: “I sure do!  My older sister Jo Ellen is so beautiful!  I am jealous 
of her beauty and grace.  She just started college this year.  She is so 
smart and lovely.  I like it when she lets me in her room.  She lets me 
touch all of her things, well MOST of her things.  I love to watch her put on 
make-up and play records.  She is my idol.” 

 
5. Q: Why do you say that Jo Ellen is your idol? 

 
Answer: “Well she would be your idol too if you knew her!  She hangs out 
with her new college friends.  She tells me that they are “thinkers”.  I know 
Jo Ellen is so smart and can do whatever she sets her mind too.  I am just 
a plain 11-year old.” 

 
Let’s practice! Using the information given to you in the book, make a prediction as to 
what YOU think is going to happen between Franny and Chris Cavas.  We will share 
our thoughts during the class discussion. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
Your Turn! Here’s what your paper will look like: 

 
Question #1- 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
 
Answer 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 3 (p.113 to 165) 

Have you ever had a mystery to solve? 
Directions: In the space provided below write about a time 

where you had to solve a mystery. 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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Reciprocal Teaching Section 3 

(PG. 113-165) 

 

As you engage in reciprocal teaching, each group member will complete a job: 

summarizer, questioner, clarifier, and predictor. While you read, you will have 

sticky notes to mark places that you would like to use for discussion. Below is a 

description of each job as well as a handout that will help you with questions 

about your job. 

 

Description of Jobs 

 1) Summarizer- Highlight the key ideas up to the point of reading. 

 2) Questioner- Pose questions about the selection: 

1. Unclear parts 

2. Puzzling information 

3. Connections to other concepts already learned 

3) Clarifier- Address confusing parts and attempt to answer the 

questions that were just posed. 

4) Predictor- Offer predictions about what the author will tell the group next, 

or if it’s a literary selection, the predictor might suggest what the next events in 

the story will be.  
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See the next page for an example of Reciprocal Teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Predictoin: After reading this section, make a prediction about what the next 

event might be in the story. 

 

 

My Prediction: I think that Franny will get Jo Ellen’s letter back at recess.  

 

 

Support: At the end of this section Franny is waiting to get letter back from 

Margie. The last sentence is:  Recess, I am living for recess.  

 

 

Qestion 1. Why did Franny want to get into Jo Ellen’s Letters? 

 

Question 2. Who is Chris Cavas?  

 

Question 3. Who do you think is writing Jo Ellen? Do you think that she is up to 

something bad? 

 

 

 

Summarize: At the beginning of this section Franny is getting reacquainted with 

Chris Cavas. Drew talked Chris and Franny into going to the gravel pit. Franny 

tries to impress Chris by swinging over the gravel pit. She ends up getting stuck 

on the rope. They rush home to clean up before their mom gets home but she is 

already there. Franny tells Drew to lie but their mom figures it out. Margie 

comes over to visit with her mom. Franny’s mom lets Margie stay for 30 minutes. 

The two girls rush into Jo Ellen’s room to steal a letter out of trunk. Margie hides 

the letter and walks out the door with it. She brings it to school with her the next 

morning and Franny is trying her hardest to get it back. 

 

 

Clarify: Copy down words, phrases, or sentences in the passage that are unclear. 

Then explain how you clarified you understanding.  

 

 

Words or Phrases:  debonair, vengeance 

 

Debonair means that someone is smooth and handsome. Vengeance is something 

that you do to get back at someone.  
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Section pg. 113-165 

Author’s Craft 

 
Deborah Wiles chose her words very carefully, making use of several interesting 

literary devices and exposing her audience to new vocabulary terms. She appeals to 

the reader’s senses using figurative language. While reading this section, find two 

examples of a simile. Then explain how each adds meaning to the story. 

 

            

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

  

 Page Number/ 

Example/ 

What does this passage 

add to the story? 

Page Number/ 

Example/ 

What does this passage 

add to the story? 

 

Simile: a comparison that 

includes the words like or as. 

 

Pg. 123: Mom is as crisp and 

cool as a cucumber when she 

delivers this news--crisp, 

controlled, and curt. 

 

This sentence describes 

Franny’s mom as she tells 

Franny the news on Uncle Otts 

health condition when she 

returned home from the 

hospital. The descriptive 

language tells the reader that 

Franny’s mom is able to remain 

calm under stressful situations. 
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Artistic Representation 

 

Now that you have chosen several examples of simile, please artistically 

represent one of these comparisons. You may use any artistic medium. 

The following are options: colored pencils, markers, pastels, collage, etc. 

Have fun with your art! 
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Word Wizard 

Section 4 (p. 166 to 216) 

In every section of our reading, you will be learning and using many new words. 

Your job is to become a WORD WIZARD and to create an entry in your Word 

Wizard Notebook for each new word. 

 

Each entry will include the following information: 

 

 a. the word and the page and paragraph where it is located.  

b. a child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context 

clues) 

c. synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and 

the THESAROUS) 

 

d. any association/connections you may have with that word. 

 

e. an illustration or sketch of the word.  

After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using 4 or 

more of the following: who, what, where, when, or how. 

 

 

Section 4 words from Countdown 

charisma                                                                  Pg. 162 Par 4 

aberrant                                                                  Pg. 174 Par 4 

provocative                                                            Pg. 198 Par 3 

clandestine                                                             Pg. 198 Par 3 

Sluices                                                                     Pg. 200 Par 5 

Perilous                                                                    Pg. 212 Par 1 

         Vindication                                                               Pg. 214       
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Vocabulary Activity Section 4(p. 166 to 216): 

Countdown 

Have you ever? 

 

Directions: Read the following sentences and answer them 

accordingly.  

1) Describe someone you know that has charisma.  

 

2) Describe a time you saw a sluice. 

 

3) Describe a time you did something clandestine.  

 

4) Describe someone you know that is provocative. What makes 

them provocative?  

 

5) Can you think of a time you were aberrant?  

 

6) Describe a time you were in a perilous situation.  

  

7) Describe a time you felt you needed vindication.  
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Vocabulary Activity Section 4(p.116 to 216):  Countdown 

Making Choices 

Directions: Tell whether each item or scenario is a description of the vocabulary 

word given. If so, say the word. If not, don’t say anything. 

1) If any of the people I describe might be provocative, say “provocative”. If 

not, don’t say anything.  

 Your friend tries to get you to lie to your parents. 

 You tell your brother he shouldn’t feed the dog at the table. 

 Calling your sister a mean name to make her mad. 

 Your dad tells your mother goodbye. 

2) If any of these situations would be clandestine say “clandestine”. If not, don’t 

say anything. 

 Planning a surprise party for your best friend. 

 Taking your dog outside for a walk. 

 Hiding your money from your younger brother. 

 Watching your friend play softball. 

 

3) If any of these situations might be perilous say “perilous”.  If not, don’t say 

anything.  

 Watching T.V with your family. 

 Rock climbing without proper equipment.  

 Handling dangerous snakes. 

 Doing your homework. 

 

4) If any of these people might have charisma, say “charisma”. If not, don’t say 

anything. 

 The student body president of your school. 

 Someone who is disrespectful to their parents. 

 The movie star in your favorite movie. 

 The cute new student in your classroom. 
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Discussion Director Section 4 (pp. 166-216) 
 

 

 
Directions:  Your job is to involve the students in your group by thinking and 
talking about the section of the book you have just read.  You are going to ask 

questions that really help the students in your group think about the reading. 
Your questions should require students to discuss their interpretations of the 

text and connect background experience and knowledge with the text. You 
want all students involved in the discussion and talking about issues that 
come up during the reading. 

Your job as the Discussion Director is to come up with five (5) thinking 
questions.  You really want to make your group THINK about the reading.  You 
are trying to make sure everyone in your group understands or comprehends 

the reading.  It is very important that you ask your group critical thinking 
questions and NOT easy, right- there, in-the-book questions.  You want the 

members of you group to stop, think, look back at the text, and synthesize and 
interpret what they have read.  Remember you may wish to begin your 
questions with the following words/phrases:  

        Who?, What?, Where?, When?, Why?, How?,  

If_______ then________? 

You need to write down the following: 

4. the questions 

5. your answers to your questions 

6. the page numbers where the students can reference the text to justify 

their responses to your questions 
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You may want to think about the following characters, places, and ideas when 
developing your questions: 

 Camp Spring Elementary School 

 Franny 

 Margie 

 Gale 

 Mrs. Rodriguez 

 The girl’s bathroom fight 

 The mysterious letter 

 Jo Ellen 

 Uncle Ott’s return 

 Kennedy’s Speech 

 
Examples of a few good thinking questions from Section 3 of Countdown: 
 

1. What do you think is happening to Margie and Franny’s relationship? Do you 

believe their issues will get resolved?  Why or Why not? 

2. Do you think Franny’s mom is being short with her?  Do you think that she was 

always like this towards Franny? 

 
 
Your Turn! This is what your paper should look like: 
 

Question:____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
Answer:_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
Page and Par. #:_________________________________ 
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Story Quilt 
Section 4(p. 166 to 216) 

Directions:  While reading this section, select what you consider to be the most important sentence in this 

section of the book about the fight that Franny and Margie were in. You will find the problem and develop a 

solution to this problem. You will be provided a blank piece of paper.  You will write your selected sentence 

and a brief (3-5 sentences) explanation of why you chose this sentence and solution on the provided 

paper. Finally, you will add an artistic impression to your quilt square describing the solution and it will be 

added to the class quilt. 

Example (from the 1st section): Pg. middle 17- middle 18 

Situation: Franny really wants to read aloud in class and Mrs. Rodriguez 

keeps ignoring her,  

Problem:  Franny does not get to read aloud in class.  

Solution: Franny should kindly ask Mrs. Rodriguez after school why she is 

not allowed a turn to read aloud in class.  

Most important sentence: “This makes three times Mrs. Rodriguez has 

jumped right over me-she must be doing it on purpose , she must be” (third 

paragraph page 18) 

Why I choose this sentence: This is where you can really begin the see 

Franny’s frustration and relationship with her teacher Mrs. Rodriguez. I feel 

that it helps set the tone for what Franny feels when she is in the 

classroom. The reader through this sentence can see the problem that 

Franny faces at school.  

 

 

 



41 
 

Section 4 (p. 166 to 216) Countdown - 

Reader Response 

 

 Uncle Otts has been acting strange thus far in the book. In your own 

words, describe what you think is wrong with Uncle Otts. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Missing Person! 

Section 4 (p.166 to 216) 

Directions: You will be creating a missing poster through a GLOG for 

the Countdown character Jo Ellen, Franny’s older sister. 

 

Remember: You need to include the following categories on your 

missing poster: 

-physical description of the character 

-how the character acts 

-likes and dislikes of the character 

-talents, hobbies, and interests 

-known hangouts 

-last place seen 

-missing since 

Be sure to complete your missing poster with an illustration of your 

character as well as any other fun facts (such as rewards, alias, or 

nickname). Have fun and be creative! 

Here is an example of a Glog that I created: 

http://kelseymhill523.edu.glogster.com/characterization-section-4/  

 

 

 

 

http://www.glogster.com/
http://kelseymhill523.edu.glogster.com/characterization-section-4/
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Word Wizard 
Section 5 (p. 217 to 269) 

 

In every section of our reading, you will be learning and using many new words. Your 

job is to become a WORD WIZARD and to create an entry in your Word Wizard 

Notebook for each new word.  

 

Each entry will include the following: 

 

• the word and the page and paragraph where it is located 

• a child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context clues) 

• synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and the 

THESAURUS)  

• any associations/connections you may have with that word 

• an illustration or sketch of the word  

 

 After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using 4 or more 

of the following: who, what, where, when, why or how. 

 

 

 

Section 5 words from Countdown 

 

ominous                       p. 217, par. 4 

chide                           p. 218, par. 4 

curdling                       p. 250, par. 4 

impending                    p. 253, par. 3 

incinerated                  p. 253, par. 4 

overwrought                p. 254, par. 5 

pacifist                        p. 258, par. 1 
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Vocabulary Activities Section 5 (p. 217 to 

269) Countdown 
 

Examples and Non Examples 

 
Directions: Circle the answer that is the best fit for the given vocabulary word. 

 

Which would be the best example of something that is ominous ? 

A love letter OR an anonymous threatening letter 

 

Which would be the best example of chide? 

My mother congratulating me on an A OR My mother yelling about me getting a D 

 

Which would be the best example of something curdling? 

Spoiled milk OR Chicken soup 

A low, quiet whisper OR a high, loud scream 

 

Which would best be described as something that is impending? 

Yesterday OR Tomorrow 

Raining outside right now OR Snow predicted for tonight 

 

Which of the following would be an example of something that can be incinerated? 

A piece of paper OR a sheet of metal 

 

Which would be the best example of something that is overwrought? 

A passionate witness telling of a crime OR a Grandmother reading a children’s book at 

nighttime  

 

Which of the following would be an example of someone being a pacifist? 

A class clown OR a class loner 

A little lamb OR an aggressive Pit Bull 
 
 
 
 



45 
 

 

Word Networks: Section 5(p. 217 to 269) 
 
What people, things, situations, or words come to mind when you think 
about the word ominous?  Make a chart like the example below.  Fill in 
the bubbles with words or drawings that relate to all of your vocabulary 
words for this section.  After you finished your chart on ominous, do 
the other six words! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ominous 

People Thing

s 

Situation

s 

Words 
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Reader Response 
 

Section 5 (217 to 269) 
 

In Countdown, Frannie receives a strong connection and bond with her teacher, 

Mrs. Rodriguez. Tell of a time you felt a strong connection like this with one 

of your teachers.   

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
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Characterization 
Section 5 (217 to 269) 

 

Directions: Based on your understanding of the Cuban missile crisis 

and your internet workshop on Cuba, you are going to write a letter to 

President John F. Kennedy. In this letter you are going to take the 

perspective of a 5th grade students living in Cuba during this time 

period of the missile crisis. Write about life in Cuba and the events 

that are taking place around you. 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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RECIPROCAL TEACHING: SECTION 5 (217 to 269) 
 

 
 

 
As you engage in reciprocal teaching, each group member will complete a job: 

summarizer, questioner, clarifier, and predictor. While you read, you will have 

sticky notes to mark places that you would like to use for discussion. Below is a 

description of each job as well as a handout that will help you with questions about 

your job. 
 

Description of Jobs 
 

1. Summarizer- highlight the key ideas up to this point in the reading. 

 

2. Questioner- pose questions about the selection. 

 

-Unclear parts 

-Puzzling information 

-Connections to other concepts already learned 

 

3.  Clarifier- address confusing parts and attempt to answer the questions that were just 

posted. 

 

4. Predictor- offer predictions about what the author will tell the group next or, if it’s a 

literary selection, the predictor might suggest what the next events in the story will be. 

 

 

 

 

See the next page for an example of Reciprocal Teaching. 
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Prediction: After reading this chapter, make a prediction about what the next event (s) 

might be in the story. 

My Prediction: I think Franny will be less hard on her mother and Uncle Otts after 

everything that has happened thus far and what Uncle Otts shared with her. 

Support: The chapter ends with Uncle Otts saying that he should have been a pacifist, 

which leads Franny to question his sanity and what exactly happened to his brother to 

make him suddenly be against war. 

Question 1: Why did Uncle Otts say he wish he had been a pacifist? 

 

Question 2: Why is Franny’s mother allowing a bomb shelter to be built when she was so 

against it earlier? 

 

Question 3: Make a prediction about why Uncle Otts blames himself for his brother’s 

death. 

Summarize: (Write a brief summary of what you read) 

At the beginning of the chapter, Franny’s mother said they are building a bomb shelter in 

the unfinished room in the house. She no longer thinks Uncle Otts is crazy for saying that 

they need a shelter in the house in case an atomic bomb is dropped.  Uncle Otts ends up 

telling Franny about his war past, including his father’s story and the death of his little 

brother. Uncle Otts blames himself for his brother’s death, even though it is not his fault. 

Clarify: Copy down words, phrases, or sentences in the passage that are unclear. Then 

explain how you clarified your understanding. 
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Author’s Craft 

Section 5 (pg. 217 – 269) 

 

 

Directions: You will write a “So much depends upon…” poem for section five, 

based on freedom. The author touches on many different circumstances of 

freedom in this section, such as segregation, Cuba, Duck and Cover, the war, 

etc. You may choose one of these topics, or freedom in general, as the main 

focus of your poem. See the following for an example of a “So much depends 

upon…” poem. 

 

So Much Depends Upon… 

So much depends upon  

my chromatic day planner. 

Guiding me onward,  

so I will not stray. 

This apparatus that’s so often taken for granted, 

encompassing pivotal, irreplaceable messages. 
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Word Wizard 
Section 6 (p.270 to 324) 

 
In every section of our reading, you will be learning and using many new words. 

Your job is to become a WORD WIZARD and to create an entry in your Word 

Wizard Notebook for each new word. 

 

Each entry will include the following: 

 

a. The word and the page and paragraph where it is located 

b. A child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context 

clues) 

c. Synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and the 

THESAURUS) 

d. any associations/connections you may have with that word 

 

After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using 4 or more 

of the following: who, what, where, when, why or how. 

 

 

Section 6 words from Countdown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synonyms and Antonyms 
 

 

Synonyms and Antonyms 

 

      

 
Cogitating     p. 273 par. 3 

Sharecroppers     p. 279 par. 4 

Galvanized     p. 283 par. 5 

Commandeered    p. 289 par. 4 

Dismantling     p. 290 par. 3 

Sauntering     p. 292 par. 5 

Auspicious     p. 293 par. 5 

Croon      p. 318 par. 3 
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Directions: Look at the vocabulary word under the “word” column. Recall its 

definition (look back at your definition if needed). Think of other words associated 

with the vocabulary word and write them under the “synonym” column. Think of 

other words not associated with, or the opposite of, the vocabulary word and write 

them under the “antonym” column. 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             Synonym Word Antonym 

Brainstorm; speculate, deliberate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cogitating 

sharecroppers 

galvanized 

commandeered 

dismantling 

sauntering 

auspicious 

croon 

Ignore; oblivious 
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Applause, Applause 

 
Directions: Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you agree with 

each of the statements below. 

 

Ex: Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to 

experience dismantling. (I would not clap, because I would not like to be 

dismantled.) 

 

1.  Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to be 

cogitating. 

 

2. Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to 

experience sharecropping. 

 

3. Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to 

experience being galvanized. 

 

4. Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to 

experience being commandeered. 

 

5. Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to be 

around someone who is sauntering. 

 

6. Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to be 

around someone who is auspicious. 

 

7. Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like to 

croon. 
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Section 6 (pages 270-324) 

 

 
Directions:  Your job is to involve the students in your  
group by thinking and talking about the section of the  
book you have just read.  You are going to ask questions  
that really help the students in your group think about  
the reading. Your questions should require students to discuss their interpretations of 
the text and connect background experience and knowledge with the text. You want all 
students involved in the discussion and talking about issues that come up during the 
reading. 

Your job as the Discussion Director is to come up with five (5) thinking 
questions.  You really want to make your group THINK about the reading.  You are 
trying to make sure everyone in your group understands or comprehends the reading.  It 
is very important that you ask your group critical thinking questions and NOT easy, 
right- there, in-the-book questions.  You want the members of you group to stop, think, 
look back at the text, and synthesize and interpret what they have read.  Remember you 
may wish to begin your questions with the following words/phrases:  

        Who?, What?, Where?, When?, Why?, How?,  

If_______ then________? 

You need to write down the following: 

1. the questions 

2. your answers to your questions 

3. the page numbers where the students can reference the text to justify their 

responses to your questions 
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You may want to think about the following characters, places, and ideas when developing your 

questions: 

 People 

o Uncle Otts 

o Mom 

o Dad 

o Franny  

o Drew 

o Jo Ellen 

o Gale Hoffman 

o Chris Cavas 

 Ideas 

o Ebenezer 

o Cuba  

o Russia 

o Fannie Lou Townsend 

o Nuclear 

o SNCC 

 

Examples of a few good thinking questions from Section 1: 

1. Why does Franny feel “invisible”—is she really being ignored by people or does it just 

feel that way to her? 

2. What effect does the air raid drill have on the students in the first chapter? What 

effect does it have on the teachers? 
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Your Turn! This is what your paper should look like: 

 

Question:____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Answer:_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Page and Par. #:_________________________________ 
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Story Quilt 
Section 6 (p. 270 to 324)   

         

 
 
Directions:  While reading this section, select what you consider to be the most important sentence in this section of the book. You will 
be provided a blank piece of paper.  You will write your selected sentence and a brief (3-5 sentences) explanation of why you chose this 
sentence on the provided paper. Finally, you will add an artistic impression to your quilt square, and it will be added to the class quilt.  

 
 
Example (from the 6th section): 
 

Pg. 321 “’Watch out for her uncle!’ says Margie. I whip around to face her and see she can’t stop 
herself. ‘And watch out for her sister—the spy!”’  
 

 
This is one of the main concepts that occurs during this section of the book. It is at the Halloween party when Margie and 

Franny get into a huge fight. I choose these lines because it is how Margie and Franny start their main argument. Once Margie states 
this, Franny becomes very defensive. Margie soon begins telling various people that Franny’s family has spies. Margie does this to try 
and gain popularity between their peers.  
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Characterization 

Section 6 (pg. 270 – 324)  

 

Found Poem 

As you are reading section 6, focus on how Franny feels at Gale Hoffman’s party, pages 312 

to 324 in particular. For this section, you will be writing a found poem. Found poems are 

not your own words. To write a found poem, one must use exact quotes/sentences from 

the text and put them in order to explain a certain topic. The quotes/sentences that are 

taken from the text, do not have to be in the same order they appear in the text. Make it 

your own work, but using someone else’s words!  

 

The following is an example of a found poem from section 1: 

 

Panic! 

We are all about to die. 

It’s the air-raid siren, screaming its horrible scream in the  

playground, high over our heads on a thousand-foot telephone  

pole – and we are outside. 

Outside. 

Everyone is screaming. 

There is no order, because there’s no order at recess anyway… 

Kids are running into me, spinning me around like a top… 

“Over here!” shouts Mrs. Rodriguez. 

I’m sitting on the pavement, just sitting there. 

My palms are scraped and red. My knee wants to bleed… 
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Reader’s Response 
Section 6 (p. 270 to 324) 

 
ttnc.org 

You read about Fannie Lou Townsend Hamer in Countdown. Write 

about a time when you stood up for something that you thought 

was right. Focus on writing with the 5 W’s in mind to detail 

your experience. 

Who             

             

             

              

What             

             

             

              

When             

             

             

              

Where             

             

             

              

Why              
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(p. 325 to 379) 

In every section of our reading, you will be learning and using many new words. Your 

job is to become a WORD WIZARD and to create and entry in your Word Wizard 

Notebook for each new word. 

Each entry will include the following: 

a. The word and the page and the paragraph where it is located 
b. a child-friendly definition for the word (remember to use your context clues) 
c. synonyms you know (remember to use your character trait sheet and the 
THESAURUS) 
d. any associations/connections you may have with that word 
e. an illustration or sketch of that word 
 
After you discuss the word, you may be asked to write a sentence using four or more of 
the following: who, what, where, when, why or how. 
 

Section 7 words from Countdown 
eerily  pg. 325, par. 2 

reprieve  pg. 328, par. 4 

catapulted  pg. 339, par. 6 

alabaster  pg. 343, par. 1 

lumens  pg. 347, par. 5 

anxiously  pg. 348, par. 1 

calamity  pg. 371, par. 4 
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Vocabulary Activities Section 7: Countdown 

Making Choices 

Directions: Tell whether each item or scenario is a description of the vocabulary word given.  If 
so, say the word.  If not, don’t say anything. 
 
1. If any of the situations I describe could be eerily, say “eerily.”  If not, don’t say anything. 
-A dark, empty room  
-A dark showdown outside your window 
-Flowers growing in a meadow 
-The sound of footsteps behind you late at night 
2. If the situation I describe would give you reprieve, say “reprieve”. If not, don’t say anything. 
-Not getting in trouble for not completing your homework 
-A water break after running a race 
-Having no breaks during a long test 
-Taking aspirin to help a headache  
3. If the situation describes catapulted, say “catapulted”. If not, don’t say anything. 
-During the collision the belongings flew out of the car. 
-A pitcher throwing a baseball. 
-Jumping out of bed upon hearing your alarm clock. 
-Playing tag at recess. 
4. If the words below could be alabaster, say “alabaster”. If not, don’t say anything. 
-Statute 
-Vase 
-Snow 
-Fire 
5. If the objects below could be described as having lumens, say “lumens”. If not, don’t say anything. 
-Lamp 
-Radio 
-Candle 
-Match 
6. If the people described are doing something anxiously, say “anxiously”. If not, don’t say anything. 
-Waiting in the hospital for his daughter to be born. 
-Students on the last day of school before summer break. 
-A girl starting a new school. 
-Students walking down the hallway to lunch. 
7. If the situation would give you calamity, say “calamity”. If not, don’t say anything. 
-A pet dying. 
-Getting a good grade. 
-Your house catching on fire. 
-A best friend moving away.  
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Forms of a  

    word.  Section 7 

Directions: Look at the vocabulary in bold print.  Recall its definition (look back at  
your notebook if needed).  Think of the different forms of the word and write each  
in the appropriate column.  Not all forms of the word will be completed each time like the  
example. 
Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 

eeriness eerie  

 

eerier, eeriest  

 

eerily 

 

 

 

reprieve 

 

 

 

 

 

 catapulted 

 

  

 

alabaster   

 

 

 

 

 

lumens (pl.) 

 

   

 

 

  anxiously 

Calamity     
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Reader’s Response 

Section 7 (p. 325-379) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

“What I know is that it’s an act of courage to stay with someone who needs you. 

It’s an act of courage to stay with someone who needs you. It’s a sign of 

character.” “A hero can be afraid, but a hero never runs away.” –Uncle Otts 

 

Directions: On Page 354 Uncle Otts describes his definition of a hero. On the lines 

below describe what a hero is to you. Who is your hero? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Letter to a Character  
Section 7 (p. 325 to 379) 

 

Directions: After reading this section.  Write a letter to a character of your choice from 
the perspective/voice of Uncle Otts.  Think about what you know so far about Uncle Otts 
character) as you are composing your letter. You may write to any of the characters 
introduced in the book so far. Some good character choices might be: Brother Nicky, 
Franny, Jo Ellen, Mrs. Rodriguez, Margie, or Drew. As you are writing your letter, think 
about Uncle Otts’ relationship with your chosen character and what kind of person 
he/she is. What would Uncle Otts wish to say to that character? You will exchange 
letters with a classmate and you will respond to each other’s letters. 
The format you should use to write your letter is a friendly letter. We will be sending 
these letters and your responses to Deborah Wiles, the author of Countdown so, be 
sure to do your very best work.  
 

Deborah Wiles 
c/o Scholastic, Inc. 

557 Broadway 
New York, New York 10012 

I have provided you with a reminder of the format of a friendly letter and a brief example below. 
Please know your letter will be much more specific and descriptive.  

 

Friendly Letter Format 

 
                                                                                                                            Return Address Line 1  

                                                                                                                            Return Address Line 2 

                                                                                                                            Date (Month, Day, Year)   
Dear Name of Recipient,  

Body Paragraph 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Body Paragraph 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

Body Paragraph 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Closing (Sincerely),   

                                                                                              

 

Signature 
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Example: 
      2678 Avon Court 

                                Westchester Estates 

       District of Columbia 

         october 31, 1962 
 

 

Dear Brother Nicky, 

 

I think of you often. You can’t imagine how much I miss you. Something  happened the other day that 

really made me examine the courage we have within our family. 

 

 I found Franny in a state of panic. Her old friend Margie was in trouble and Franny stayed with her. 

Regardless of whether Franny believes it or not, it was a very courageous move of her. It exemplifies her character. 

This was an act of courgage to stay with someone in need.  

 

 This act of courage reminds me of you. It is something you would have done if you were still here, give 

someone a hand. I think of you every day.    

 

 

Your loving brother, 

 

 

Otts  
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Reciprocal Teaching  

Section 7 (pg. 325 – 379) 

 
As you engage in reciprocal teaching, each group member will complete a job: summarizer, 

questioner, clarifier, and predictor.  While you read, you will have sticky notes to mark places 

that you would like to use for discussion.  Below is a description of each job as well as a handout 

that will help you with questions about your job. 

 

Description of Jobs 
 

5) Summarizer- Highlight the key ideas up to this point in the reading.  

 

6) Questioner- Pose questions about the selection:  

4. Unclear parts 

5. Puzzling information 

6. Connections to other concepts already learned 

7) Clarifier- Address confusing parts and attempt to answer the questions that were just 

posed.  

 

8) Predictor- Offer predictions about what the author will tell the group next or, if it's a 

literary selection, the predictor might suggest what the next events in the story will be. 
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See the next page for an example of Reciprocal Teaching. 

Summarize (write a brief summary of what you read): 

 

Chris and Franny run from Gale’s house looking for Margie. Franny ends up running into Margie 

without Chris and they begin fighting and Margie slides down into the gravel pit! Franny ends up 

using the scarfs that her sister let her borrow for her Halloween costume to build a rope to get 

Margie out, but this does not work. Jack gives Franny a rope, but as he does she gets tangled up 

in the swing and she begins the descend towards the gravel pit. Once the swing reaches its 

highest peak and begins back towards ground, Margie is able to grab the rope, but Franny gets 

thrown and flipped onto her back from the swing. All of a sudden Uncle Otts, Mr. Gardener, 

Drew, and Chris appear above her. The adults make a rope pulley to send down to rescue 

Margie, and it works! All of Franny’s family comes to visit her at the hospital where she must 

stay for a couple days for observations. Franny comes home just in time for Halloween. Jo Ellen 

has moved into the dorms with Lannie. Franny’s mom lets her sit outside and watch the kids in 

the neighborhood for a little while. Some of her friends come by to see her, including Chris 

Cavas. Franny meets Margie halfway through the yard. Margie tries to apologize and brings the 

rope made of Jo Ellen’s scarves, but Franny does not want them. Finally, Franny tells Margie she 

might see her tomorrow, because she misses her best friend, and uses the scarves to decorate her 

sling. 

 

Question 1: What did we learn about Franny’s character from this section? 

 

Question 2: Where did Chris go when Franny left him when looking for Margie, but then 

changed her mind and went back into the woods? 

 

Question 3: How did Franny not drop the rope as the crashed back to the ground off of the 

swing? 

Clarify (Copy down words, phrases, or sentences in the passage that are unclear. Then explain 

how you clarified your understanding.) :  
-“ballast” is something that helps give someone balance – Context clues help produce meaning 

for this word. 

Prediction: I predict that the rope Jack brings Franny will help her save Margie from the pit.  

 

Why? Because Franny had previously tried to make a rope, but it did not work. This is an actual 

rope and she begins swinging across the gravel pit.  
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Author’s Craft:Free Verse Poem Section 7(p. 

325 to 379) 

 

dcmariner.wordpress.com 

While reading Countdown you have seen heroics through the actions of 

many of the characters in the story. Write a free verse poem that 

focuses on Franny or Uncle Otts and what makes them a hero. You should 

begin with a brainstorm list of your ideas in the bubble below. 
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  _  
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Two Voice I Poem for Westley Wallace 

Law and Franny: Culminating Activity 

 
You have read about Franny in Countdown and Westley 

Wallace Law in Delivering Justice. These two characters 

are connected in several ways. Using what you know 

about Franny and W.W. Law create a Two Voice I Poem for 

these two characters. You may use ways that these 

characters are similar and different, but focus on 

their thoughts and experiences and how they are 

connected to write your poem. Below is a template for a 

Two Voice I Poem, you may modify it if needed. 

 

I am  

  

 

I am  

  

And we are  And we are  

I live   

Whereas I live 

  

I wonder    

 

While I wonder  

I hear    

 

But I hear  

  

 

I see  

  

 

However, I see  

  

I want    

Yet I want 

I am    

I am  

  

We know  We know  

 

I always  

  

 

On the other hand, I always  

 

I pretend    
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While I pretend  

I feel    

Yet I feel  

I touch    

While I touch. 

  

I worry    

Yet I worry  

  

I cry    

But I cry  

  

I excel   

Whereas I excel  

  

I am    

I am  

  

And we both  

 

I understand  

 And we both 

 

 

While I understand  

I say,    

 

Yet I say,  

I’m as    

  

Whereas I’m as  

I dream    

But I dream. 

  

I try    

Although I try  

  

I hope.   

While I hope  

  

I was once    

Whereas I was once  
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I am    

I am  

  

And most importantly  

 

 

 

 

And most importantly  
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Reference List of Additional Texts 
 

Below is a list of additional reference books that will enrich student’s reading of 
Countdown.  Through the list of texts below students will be able to delve into the culture and 
atmosphere of the 1960’s in America.  Franny’s suburban view of the time is going to be one of 
the many perspectives that are included in this list of literature.  All of these texts are accessible 
to the reading level of fifth graders.   
 
Adler, D.A. (1991). A Picture Book of John F. Kennedy. Holiday House, New York. 
 
This is a short and simple biography of John F. Kennedy. The timeline of the story begins with 
where JFK was born, then talks about his childhood and college years, his time spent in the 
Navy, his political experience, and ends with when he was assassinated. This is a good reference 
book to go along with Countdown because a lot of students may not know much information 
about John F. Kennedy and it will give them a brief biography of his life. Also, it is age 
appropriate because it touches on important events and what made JFK the man people saw 
him as in enough detail young students can understand. It even mentions the Cuban Missile 
Crisis which students can connect to Countdown.  
 
 
Almond, D. (2003). The Fire Eaters. N.p.: Hodder Children's Books. 
 
This book is set during the Cuban Missile Crises when the US and USSR are headed for the brink 
of nuclear destruction. It follows a young male protagonist, Bobby Burns as he deals with 
troubles with family, friends, school, and the impending end of the world. The book’s focus on a 
child’s perspective during the Cold War and Cuban Missile Crisis make it an excellent 
supplementary text to Countdown. 
 
 

Cohen, B. (1974).  Thank You Jackie Robinson. Lee and Shepard Books. 
 
Soon after Sams father's death he became wrapped up in the Brooklyn Dodgers. Nobody else 
was interests, that is until he met Davy. They came from different races, generations, and 
religions. But it did not take long before their friendship went far beyond baseball.  This is a 
wonderful story that connects to Countdown because of the racial tensions that are addressed 
in the story.  This book was written and published during the cold war, the time period that 
Franny grew up in.   
 
 
Hyson, C. (2010). Timelines: The Civil Rights Movement. Arcturus Publishing Limited, 
Mankato, MN. 
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This is a non-fiction book that is a great resource for students and teachers alike.  There is a 
table of contents, but the book is ordered from April 19, 1866 to January 20, 2009.  On the left-
side pages are pictures and paragraphs detailing the events that are in the timeline that are on 
the right-side pages.  Included are dates, and pictures and drawings of the time period.  This is a 
great book to outline the entire Civil Rights era in the United States.  This book is a great 
additional text next to Countdown because it lightly talks about Civil Rights, with a light 
introduction to them.  Franny’s sister is a part of the SNCC, which is a huge Civil Rights activist 
group during the 1960’s.   
 
Ossip, K. (2011). The Cold War: Poems. Sarabande Books in Louisville, KY. 
 
This is a collection of poems by Ossip as well as lines, quotes or poems from other authors.  
These poems and quotes are powerful and thought-provoking.  Ossip wants to the reader to 
see Americanism through the “typical” American, one who is removed of violence personally, 
but still feels its infiltration. This would be a great book for fifth graders to read because it is 
poetry as well as historical quotes and poems written during the cold war period, which Franny 
from Countdown is living in.   
 
Reynolds, A., & Cooper, F. (2010). Back of the Bus. New York, NY: Philomel Books.   
 
This book details the protest of Rosa Parks from the point of view of a young boy who was on 
the bus on December 1, 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama. This book offers a connection to 
Countdown because it deals with Civil Rights issues and standing up for what is right. 
 
Shore, D. Z., Alexander, J., & Ransome, J. (2006). This is the Dream. New York, NY: 
HarperCollins. 
 
This children’s book is written in verse and details segregation in the US and how and why it 
changed through the Civil Rights Movement that abolished “separate but equal”. This book 
connects to Countdown through its focus on Civil Rights and its detailed description of the 
progression of equality in the United States. 
 
Williams-Garcia, R. (2010). One Crazy Summer. New York, NY: HarperCollins. 
 
This book deals with Civil Rights issues from the perspective of an African American girl. It is set 
in 1968, after the assassination of JFK. One Crazy Summer relates to Countdown through its 
focus on civil rights and the time period in which it is set, it also offers an interesting connection 
because the narrators of both books are young females of differing races. 
 
Wynne-Jones, T. (2007). Rex Zero and the End of the World. N.p.: Groundwood Books. 
 
This book is set in 1962 in Canada during the Cold War. It follows a young man who has moved 
to Ottawa, and is trying to make sense of the impending doom that is certain if the Russians 
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send their missiles towards North America. This book offers a strong connection to Countdown 
because of its focus on the Cold War from the perspective of a child. 
 
(2008). J. Mickenberg & P. Nel (Eds.), Tales for Little Rebels: A Collection of Radical Children's 
Literature. New York: New York University Press. 
 
“Collect(ion of) forty-four mostly out-of-print stories, poems, comic strips, primers, and other 
texts for children...  These pieces reflect the concern of twentieth-century leftist movements, 
such as peace, civil rights, gender equality, environmental responsibility, and the dignity of 
labor.  They also address the means of achieving these ideals, including taking collective action, 
developing critical thinking skills, and harnessing the liberation power of the imagination” 
(inside left cover).  This book will be a great additional text with Countdown because it shows 
the view of “leftist” views in the media.  These are primary sources of the time.   
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Listed below is a chart with the North Carolina Language Arts Standard Course of 
Study items that relates to the activities in our MultiText Unit on Countdown for a 
fifth grade classroom. 

Unit Activities NCSCOS ELA 5th Grade 

Students develop an Internet Workshop 
presentation of sections from 
COUNTDOWN. 
 

4.10 Use technology as a tool to enhance 
and/or publish a product. 
 

Students develop various Vocabulary 
presentations of sections from 
COUNTDOWN. 
 

1.02 Select key vocabulary critical to the 
text and apply appropriate meanings as 
necessary for comprehension. 
 

Students develop a Reader Response 
question and statement of sections from 
COUNTDOWN. 
 

2.02 Interact with the text before, during, 
and after reading, listening, and viewing 
by:  

 making predictions. 
 formulating questions. 
 supporting answers from textual 

information, previous experience, 
and/or other sources. 

 drawing on personal, literary, and 
cultural understandings. 

 seeking additional information. 
 making connections with previous 

experiences, information, and 
ideas. 

Students develop an Author’s Craft 
representation of sections from 
COUNTDOWN. 
 

3.02 Make connections within and 
between texts by recognizing similarities 
and differences based on a common 
lesson, theme, or message. 
 

Students develop Characterization 
representations of sections from 
COUNTDOWN. 
 

2.02 Interact with the text before, during, 
and after reading, listening, and viewing 
by:  

 making predictions. 
 formulating questions. 
 supporting answers from textual 

information, previous experience, 
and/or other sources. 

 drawing on personal, literary, and 
cultural understandings. 

 seeking additional information. 
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 making connections with previous 
experiences, information, and 
ideas. 

Students develop Questioning 
representations of sections from 
COUNTDOWN. 
 

2.02 Interact with the text before, during, 
and after reading, listening, and viewing 
by:  

 making predictions. 
 formulating questions. 
 supporting answers from textual 

information, previous experience, 
and/or other sources. 

 drawing on personal, literary, and 
cultural understandings. 

 seeking additional information. 
 making connections with previous 

experiences, information, and 
ideas. 
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Rubric –Interdisciplinary Unit:  

Countdown 

 

Activity/Criteria 

 

Your points/Total 
possible points 

/80 

PLEASE NOTE: In order to receive full CREDIT for each activity, it MUST have been uploaded to blog ON TIME. 

 

Reader Response 

 Thoughtful and detailed responses 

 Proper usage of spelling and grammar 

 Considerable effort has been demonstrated 

/10 

Characterization 

 Provides knowledge of character 

 Displays strong knowledge of character traits 

 Proper usage of spelling and grammar 

 Considerable effort has been demonstrated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       /10 

Authors Craft 

 Displays knowledge of story elements and literary devices 

 Proper usage of spelling and grammar 

 Considerable effort has been demonstrated 

                         

 

/10 

Vocabulary Exercises and Activities 

 Definitions are “child-friendly” and correct. 

 Activities are correct and complete 

 Considerable effort has been demonstrated. 

 

 /20                  

Internet Workshops 

 Questions are completed and answers are correct 

 Activities are completed correctly  

 Considerable effort has been demonstrated  

/20 

Questioning  

 Asks questions Who, What, Where, When, Why, How 

 Proper usage of spelling and grammar 

 Considerable effort has been demonstrated 

 

/10 
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Book Selection Paper 

Upon reading Countdown and Delivering Justice it has become quite clear as to why 

these two texts would be a great resource and read to those students in the fifth grade. We 

decided to choose these two texts when doing our multi-text because they both offer an 

interesting approach to world issues in 1960’s. Through these two reads many controversial 

issues, such as racism and war were talked about in a manner that young readers can understand.  

According to Scholastic’s both of these texts have a reading level of 5.3. This means that 

a fifth grade student could read these texts and take meaning and context form the words. 

Students would be able to fluently read through the text and comprehend there messages. The 

lexile measure for these two texts is 800L for Countdown and 850L for Delivering Justice. The 

lexile measures indicate the texts difficulty. From the lexile scores it can be stated that 

Countdown and Delivering Justice are fitting for students in the fifth grade.  

 We choose Countdown for our multi-text unit because the novel is filled with pictures, 

advertisements and quotes to help the reader understand the time and place of the book. Young 

students could relate to this text because the novels main character is around their age. The trials 

and situations that Frannie faces seem to correspond to the crisis that the U.S and the Soviet 

Union faced during this unbridled time.   The author, Deborah Wiles, certainly set the tone and 

setting of this novel.  By her doing this it allows the reader to feel like they are in that time and 

place. This text would be a great way to parallel the two subjects of language arts and social 

studies.  We choose Delivering Justice because the text brings to light the real-life struggles of 

African America people, more specifically W.W. Law, in the south during the 1960’s. We 
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recognize the importance of history and this book is a great way to explain the situations that 

happened in the south to young students in a meaningful yet appropriate way. This time in 

America’s history is an important aspect of our culture today. In order for students to know why 

things are the way they are today they need quality resources, like Delivering Justice, to provide 

them with facts.  

 From Countdown and Delivering Justice we hope students can learn about the struggles 

and situations that those before them have faced. The characters in the text are prefect examples 

of perseverance and determination. The characters provided students with someone to look-up to 

and admire. It is our hopes that students will get a glimpse of the past, because if you do not 

know where you have been, then how do you know where you are going.  

 

Reference: 

Countdown:  

Wiles, Deborah. Countdown. New York: Scholastic Press, 2010.  

Delivering Justice: W.W. Law and the Fight for Civil Rights:   

Haskins, Jim. Delivering Justice: W.W. Law and the Fight for Civil Rights. Cambirdge: 

Candlewick Press , 2005. 

 


